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Language Philosophy
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Language is one way to express our thinking throughout our daily lives. It influences our thoughts
just as our thoughts influence how we use language. The development of our mother tongues
relates directly to our success in the future. Our first goal is to help students to develop their
mother tongue through inquiry, so that they are able to develop their verbal ability, their national
identity and their cultural awareness. Our second goal is to increase their understanding of
languages by having students study a second language which will help develop international
minded students. Language is an important way of communication between the school and
parents. The students’ community and their family are the places where students put their
language to use hence they all play a very important role in the students’ language development.
--- will promote multi language development for all students, parents and teachers.

At SIBS, every teacher is a language teacher, the development of all teachers’ verbal ability is of
equal importance as the students’, all teachers share the responsibility to train the students’
verbal ability. Research has clearly shown that the development of a student’s mother tongue is
crucial in order to develop the student’s cognitive abilities while maintaining cultural identity. At
the same time, English immersion makes our inquiry possible. We will use Chinese and English to
do inquiry.
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Putting Our Language Philosophy Into Practice
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1) To offer a school environment that encourages language development.

2) To develop the six language skills; listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing

and presenting with a clear plan that states the goals of the students that is used during
all teaching.

3) To offer many kinds of activities; speech competitions, reading competitions,

reading activities, International Day, various writing exercises, role-plays, drama
plays, debates and so on to give students many opportunities to use different
languages.

4) To offer much linguistic resources in the form of books, videos, music and so on.

5) To offer workshops and trainings for parents, teachers and students to improve their

verbal ability.

6) To encourage and provide opportunities for teachers to raise interest in new

languages and cultures.

7) All teachers are required to follow our standards for appropriate language usage.

8) The school regards language as the tool to show their understanding and reflect

upon learning and to express themselves.

9) To encourage all students to learn our second language.
10) To encourage students to speak out and to use correct language.

11) To assess students’ verbal ability development thoroughly.
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First Language Practices
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The first language (Language A) of this school’s PYP is English. The aim is to
develop students that can accurately use English with high proficiency to inquire into
all subjects of study. We require students of first and second grade to be able to use
English to communicate by being able to understand common speech and to express
their own opinion. In third to fifth grade more emphasize is put on reading and writing.

Moreover, the UOI has much influence on the English education.
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Second Language Practices

The second language (Language B) of this school’s PYP is mandarin Chinese. In
Grade 1 and 2, we also require them to fluently use pinyin and commonly used
Chinese characters, to read short texts with the help of pinyin and to be able to make a
short speech. We will emphasize a positive and polite manner of speech to encourage
students to speak out so that they will learn how to express themselves well.
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Regarding third to fifth grade students we require that they possess good listening
skills so that they are able to re-tell what they hear and to be able express their own
thoughts by speaking, writing and presenting. Furthermore, we also require them to be
capable of reading independently, to analyze the content, to understand the meaning,
to be able to read aloud with emotion and to be capable of writing independently in a
good way.

PYP T B 89 % =55 A+ Lo

BMNBRFAELE—ZSFROAE, 8% EFAHAE B L85, RRBITEREANE
B EHEK TR E, TRIFTAF AT, HIHFHEEL, FEAHN
WEEW . EFAENFETOIETY, BATHRSEKRT . AR, KTATHE
ETRT MTZREFRNFAE, RESMITT. EHAHL, @07, JFit
ARy 7r KRk B Tk, BT R ZI8i%, AT AR, MR LFREH
RAFRBIA; IR I, LLAY, AT H,

Support for students with third language as mother tongues
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2. Library provides books in other mother tongue , and parents are
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3. Students are encouraged to share the mother language and the
culture of mother country a5 4 £ B A F R L0 F 8 THFELN
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Support for students with other mother tongues
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Students with other mother tongues than Chinese and English will be accepted and the
school will make sure that there are teachers who can teach the languages. In this case,
classes will be held regularly to support the development of the students’ mother
tongue. Additionally, the library and the library section of each classroom will provide
some books and other reading material of these students’ mother tongue. By holding

International Days and cultural activities, the students’ understanding of their



respective mother tongues and national identities will be developed. Important

decisions, policies and workshop content will be translated into the students’ mother

tongues in order to make it easy for the students’ parents to follow and support the

projects.
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Use of sensory learning preferences. The material is supported with
additional visual, auditory and kinaesthetic learning modes to cater to
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Students are regrouped based on their differentiated levels 3%i& %4}
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Use of teaching materials at different levels of English/Chinese
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. Students will be given sufficient wait-time when answering questions ;
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For the students who strongly needs language supports , such as
excellent students or new students who needs extra support ,teachers
will provide suggestions to the parents and provide one to one
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Assessment
i
Every student’s language development will be assessed according to our PYP

assessment policy.
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How to communicate this language policy
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The language policy will regularly be discussed by the guiding committee, the related
personnel and the parents. Teachers are responsible for making students and parents
well aware of the language policy. The language policy will be published on the
school website as well as the school brochure. All employees of SIBS are encouraged

to contribute to the language development of the entire school.
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Revision of this policy
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The PYP coordinator is responsible to ensure the implementation, to review and to
revise the language policy. Every year this policy will be revised with respect to the
number of students in ---. demand of the school will be reported. All --- employees
shall contribute to the school’s language development and agree with this language
policy. All employees are responsible to make sure that this policy is feasible to

implement and that it is implemented as describe in this language policy.
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